A Study of the Parables
And He always taught in Parables…..

A selection of parables used by Jesus to teach the people
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Please use these lessons to the glory of God
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PARABLE OF THE SOWER---Mark 4:1-20
And again He began to teach by the sea. And a great multitude was gathered to Him, so
that He got into a boat and sat in it on the sea; and the whole multitude was on the land
facing the sea. Then He taught them many things by parables, and said to them in His
teaching: "Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. And it happened, as he sowed, that
some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds of the air came and devoured it. Some fell
on stony ground, where it did not have much earth; and immediately it sprang up
because it had no depth of earth. But when the sun was up it was scorched, and because
it had no root it withered away. And some seed fell among thorns; and the thorns grew
up and choked it, and it yielded no crop. But other seed fell on good ground and
yielded a crop that sprang up, increased and produced: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and
some a hundred." And He said to them, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear!"
THE PARABLE IS EXPLAINED BY JESUS....
But when He was alone, those around Him with the twelve asked Him about the
parable .....And He said to them, "Do you not understand this parable? How then will
you understand all the parables? The sower sows the word. And these are the ones by
the wayside where the word is sown. When they hear, Satan comes immediately and
takes away the word that was sown in their hearts. These likewise are the ones sown on
stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness; yet
they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward, when
tribulation or persecution arises for the word's sake, immediately they stumble. Now
these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, yet the
cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things enter in,
choking the word, and it becomes unfruitful. But there are the ones sown on good
ground, those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty,
and some a hundred."
(See also Acts 17:11, and Acts 2:41)
THE PARABLE OF THE TARES.... (Matthew 13:24-30).
"The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field; but while men
slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way. But when
the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then the tares also appeared. So the
servants of the owner came and said to him, `Sir, did you not sow good seed in your
field? How then does it have tares?' He said to them, `An enemy has done this.' The
servants said to him, `Do you want us then to go and gather them up?' But he said, `No,
lest while you gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat with them. Let both grow
together until the harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, First
gather together the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat
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into my barn.'"
JESUS EXPLAINS THE PARABLE.... (Matthew 13:36-43)
And His disciples came to Him, say-ing, "Explain to us the parable of the tares of the
field." He answered and said to them: "He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man.
The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the
sons of the wicked one. The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end
of the age, and the reapers are the angels. Therefore as the tares are gathered and
burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. The Son of Man will send out His
angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those who
practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing
and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!
KINGDOM PARABLES
PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED...
"The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his
field, which indeed is the least of all the seeds; but when it is grown it is greater than the
herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches."
PARABLE OF THE LEAVEN...
"The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures
of meal till it was all leavened."
PARABLE OF THE TREASURE IN THE FIELD...
"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid;
and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.”
PARABLE OF THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE...
"The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, who, when he had
found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.”
PARABLE OF THE DRAGNET...
"The kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered some
of every kind, which, when it was full, they drew to shore; and they sat down and
gathered the good into vessels, but threw the bad away.”
THE PARABLE OF THE VINEYARD
(Matthew 21:33-44).
"Hear another parable: There was a certain land-owner who planted a vineyard and set
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a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. And he leased it to
vinedressers and went into a far country. Now when vintage-time drew near, he sent his
servants to the vinedressers, that they might receive its fruit. And the vinedressers took
his servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants,
more than the first, and they did likewise to them. Then last of all he sent his son to
them, saying, `They will respect my son.' But when the vinedressers saw the son, they
said among themselves, `This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.'
So they took him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore, when the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those vinedressers?" They said to Him,
"He will destroy those wicked men miser-ably, and lease his vineyard to other
vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their seasons." Jesus said to them,
"Have you never read in the Scriptures: `The stone which the builders rejected Has
become the chief cornerstone. This was the LORD'S doing, And it is marvelous in our
eyes'? (Psalm 118:22-23) Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from
you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. And whoever falls on this stone will be
broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder."
PARABLE OF THE WORKERS IN THE VINEYARD
(Matthew 20:1-16)
"The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire
laborers for his vineyard. Now when he had agreed with the laborers for a denarius a
day, he sent them into his vineyard. And he went out about the third hour and saw
others standing idle in the market-place, and said to them, `You also go into the
vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.' So they went. Again he went out about
the sixth and the ninth hour, and did likewise. And about the eleventh hour he went out
and found others stand-ing idle, and said to them, `Why have you been standing here
idle all day?' They said to him, `Because no one hired us.' He said to them, `You also go
into the vineyard, and whatever is right you will receive.' So when evening had come,
the owner of the vineyard said to his steward, `Call the laborers and give them their
wages, beginning with the last to the first.' And when those came who were hired about
the eleventh hour, they each received a denarius. But when the first came, they
supposed that they would receive more; and they likewise received each a denarius.
And when they had received it, they complained against the landowner, saying, `These
last men have worked only one hour, and you made them equal to us who have borne
the burden and the heat of the day.' But he answered one of them and said, `Friend, I am
doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what is yours and
go your way. I wish to give to this last man the same as to you. Is it not lawful for me to
do what I wish with my own things? Or is your eye evil because I am good?' So the last
will be first, and the first last. For many are called, but few chosen."
PARABLE ON REPENTANCE
(Matthew 21:23-32)
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When Jesus came into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
confronted Him as He was teaching, and said, "By what authority are You doing these
things? And who gave You this authority?" But Jesus answered, "I also will ask you one
thing. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I do these things: The baptism
of John--where was it from? From heaven or from men?" And they reasoned among
themselves, saying, "If we say, `From heaven,' He will say to us, `Why then did you not
believe him?' But if we say, `From men,' we fear the multitude, for all count John as a
prophet." So they answered Jesus and said, "We do not know." And He said to them,
"Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things. But what do you think? A
man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, `Son, go, work today in my
vineyard.' He answered and said, `I will not,' but afterward he repented and went. Then
he came to the second and said likewise. And he answered and said, `I go, sir,' but he
did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said to Him, "The first."
Jesus said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and harlots enter the
kingdom of God before you. "For John (the baptizer) came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots believed him;
and when you saw it, you did not afterward repent and believe him.”
TWO PARABLES ON PRAYER
(Luke 18:1-14)
He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart, 2 saying:
"There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. 3 Now there
was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, `Get justice for me from my
adversary.' 4 And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself,
`Though I do not fear God nor regard man, 5 yet because this widow troubles me I will
avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.'” 6 Then the Lord said, "Hear
what the unjust judge said. 7 And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day
and night to Him, though He bears long with them? 8 I tell you that He will avenge
them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on
the earth?"
Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous,
and despised others: 10 "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the
other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, `God, I thank
You that I am not like other men--extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax
collector. 12 `I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.' 13 And the tax
collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his
breast, saying, `God, be merciful to me a sinner!' 14 I tell you, this man went down to
his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."

5

THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS
(Luke 16:19-31).
"Now there was a rich man, and he always dressed in purple and fine linen, joyously
living in splendor every day. 20 And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate,
covered with sores, 21 and longing to be fed with the crumbs which were falling from
the rich man's table; besides, even the dogs were coming and licking his sores. 22 Now
the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham's bosom; and the
rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment,
and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 And he cried out and said,
'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his
finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.' 25 But Abraham
said, 'Child, remember that during your life you received your good things,
and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in
agony. 26 'And besides all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that
those who wish to come over from here to you will not be able, and that none may cross
over from there to us.' 27 And he said, 'Then I beg you, father, that you send him to my
father's house-- 28 for I have five brothers--in order that he may warn them, so that they
will not also come to this place of torment.' 29 But Abraham said, 'They have Moses and
the Prophets; let them hear them.' 30 But he said, 'No, father Abraham, but if someone
goes to them from the dead, they will repent!' 31 But he said to him, 'If they do not listen
to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the
dead.'"
PARABLES CONTRASTING NEW WITH OLD
(Luke 5:33-39)
(Some people said to Jesus) “The disciples of John often fast and offer prayers, the
disciples of the Pharisees also do the same, but Yours eat and drink." 34 And Jesus said
to them, "You cannot make the attendants of the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom
is with them, can you? 35 But the days will come; and when the bridegroom is taken
away from them, then they will fast in those days See (John 16:16-22)." 36 And He was
also telling them a parable: "No one tears a piece of cloth from a new garment and
patches it on an old garment; other-wise he will both tear the new, and the piece from
the new will not match the old. 37 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the new wine will burst the skins and it will be spilled out, and the skins will be
ruined (See Job 32.19). 38 But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. 39 And no
one, after drinking old wine wishes for new; for he says, 'The old is good enough.'" (See
Hebrews 8:6-13; 2 Corinthians 3:4-6, 12-16.)
THE PARABLE OF THE SHREWD STEWARD
(Luke 16:1-12)
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"There was a certain rich man who had a steward, and an accusation was brought to
him that this man was wasting his goods. 2 So he called him and said to him, `What is
this I hear about you? Give an account of your stewardship, for you can no longer be
steward.' 3 Then the steward said within himself, `What shall I do? For my master is
taking the stewardship away from me. I cannot dig; I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have
resolved what to do, that when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me
into their houses.' 5 So he called every one of his master's debtors to him, and said to the
first, `How much do you owe my master?' 6 And he said, `A hundred measures of oil.'
So he said to him, `Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.' 7 Then he said
to another, `And how much do you owe?' So he said, `A hundred measures of wheat.'
And he said to him, `Take your bill, and write eighty.' 8 So the master commended the
unjust steward because he had dealt shrewdly. For the sons of this world are more
shrewd in their generation than the sons of light. 9 And I say to you, make friends for
your-selves by unrighteous mammon, that when you fail, they may receive you into an
everlasting home. 10 He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he
who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much. 11 Therefore if you have not been
faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 12
And if you have not been faithful in what is another man's, who will give you what is
your own?”
PARABLE OF THE TALENTS
(Matthew 25:14-30)
"For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own
servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 And to one he gave five talents, to another
two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went
on a journey. 16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them,
and made another five talents. 17 And likewise he who had received two gained two
more also. 18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his
lord's money.
19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20
So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, `Lord,
you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.' 21
His lord said to him, `Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few
things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.' 22 He
also who had received two talents came and said, `Lord, you delivered to me two
talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.' 23 His lord said to him,
`Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will
make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.' 24 Then he who had
received the one talent came and said, `Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping
where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 And I
was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is
yours.'
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26 But his lord answered and said to him, `You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that
I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. 27 So you
ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have
received back my own with interest. 28 Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to
him who has ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will
have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken
away. 30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.'”
THE PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS
(Matthew 25:1-13)
"Then the kingdom of heaven will be com-pared to ten virgins, who took their lamps
and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were
prudent. 3 For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the
prudent took oil in flasks along with their lamps. 5 Now while the bridegroom was
delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep. 6 But at midnight there was a shout,
'Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' 7 Then all those virgins rose and
trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to the prudent, 'Give us some of your oil, for
our lamps are going out.' 9 But the prudent answered, 'No, there will not be enough for
us and you too; go instead to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.' 10 And while
they were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and those who were
ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door was shut. 11 Later the other
virgins also came, saying, 'Lord, lord, open up for us.' 12 But he answered, 'Truly I say
to you, I do not know you.' 13 Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the
hour.”
PARABLES ON FINDING THE LOST
(Luke 15:3-32)
So He spoke this parable to them, saying: 4 "What man of you, having a hundred sheep,
if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the
one which is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and
neighbors, saying to them, `Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!'
7 I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who
repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.
8 Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp,
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it,
she calls her friends and neighbors together, saying, `Rejoice with me, for I have found
the piece which I lost!' 10 Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels
of God over one sinner who repents."
11 Then He said: "A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his
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father, `Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.' So he divided to them his
livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together,
journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 14 But
when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in
want. 15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him
into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the
pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to
himself, he said, `How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to
spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 `I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him,
Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 19 and I am no longer worthy to
be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 And he arose and came
to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had
compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him,
`Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be
called your son.' 22 But the father said to his servants, `Bring out the best robe and put it
on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf
here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found.' And they began to be merry.
25 Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he
heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked what these
things meant. 27 And he said to him, `Your brother has come, and because he has
received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.' 28 But he was angry
and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. 29 So he
answered and said to his father, `Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never
transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat,
that I might make merry with my friends. 30 `But as soon as this son of yours came,
who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.' 31
And he said to him, `Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. 32 It was
right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive
again, and was lost and is found.’”
PARABLE OF THE TWO DEBTORS
(Matthew 18:23-35)
"The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his
servants. 24 And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who
owed him ten thousand talents (or, several million dollars in today’s money). 25 But as
he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and
children and all that he had, and that payment be made. 26 The servant therefore fell
down before him, saying, `Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.' 27
Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave
him the debt. 28 But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who
owed him a hundred denarii (only 1/60th of a talent); and he laid hands on him and
took him by the throat, saying, `Pay me what you owe!' 29 So his fellow servant fell
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down at his feet and begged him, saying, `Have patience with me, and I will pay you
all.' 30 And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the
debt (see Matthew 5:25-26). 31 So when his fellow servants saw what had been done,
they were very grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done. 32 Then
his master, after he had called him, said to him, `You wicked servant! I forgave you all
that debt because you begged me. 33 `Should you not also have had compassion on
your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?' 34 And his master was angry, and
delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. 35 So My
heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his
brother his trespasses." (Compare Matthew 6:14-15.)
PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN
(Luke 10:25-37)
A lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal
life?" 26 He said to him, "What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?" 27 So
he answered and said, “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as
yourself." 28 And He said to him, "You have answered rightly; do this and you will
live." 29 But he, wanting to justify himself, asked, "And who is my neighbor?"
30 Then Jesus answered and said: "A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and de-parted,
leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And
when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 Likewise a Levite, when he arrived
at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. 33 But a certain
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had
compassion. 34 So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine;
and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 On
the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper,
and said to him, `Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I
will repay you.' 36 So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell
among the thieves?" 37 And he said, "He who showed mercy on him." Then Jesus said
to him, "Go and do likewise."
THE PARABLE OF THE MARRIAGE FEAST
(Matthew 22:2-14)
"The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his
son. 3 And he sent out his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding
feast, and they were unwilling to come. 4 Again he sent out other slaves saying, 'Tell
those who have been invited, Behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my
fattened livestock are all butchered and everything is ready; come to the wedding feast.'
5 But they paid no attention and went their way, one to his own farm, another to his
business, 6 and the rest seized his slaves and mistreated them and killed them. 7 But the
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king was enraged, and he sent his armies and destroyed those murderers and set their
city on fire. 8 Then he said to his slaves, 'The wedding is ready, but those who were
invited were not worthy. 9 Go there-fore to the main highways, and as many as you find
there, invite to the wedding feast.' 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and
gathered together all they found both evil and good; and the wedding hall was filled
with dinner guests. 11 But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw
a man there who was not dressed in wedding garments, 12 and he said to him, 'Friend,
how did you come in here without wedding garments?' And the man was speechless.
13 Then the king said to the servants, 'Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the
outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 14 For many
are called, but few are chosen."
A PARABLE ABOUT PRAYER
(Luke 11:1-13)
It happened that while Jesus was praying in a certain place, after He had finished, one
of His disciples said to Him, "Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his
disciples."
And He said to them, "When you pray, say: 'Father, hallowed be Your name. Your
kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, For we
ourselves also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into
temptation.'"
Then He said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and goes to him at midnight
and says to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of mine has come to me from
a journey, and I have nothing to set before him'; and from inside he answers and says,
'Do not bother me; the door has already been shut and my children and I are in bed; I
cannot get up and give you anything.' I tell you, even though he will not get up and
give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will get up
and give him as much as he needs. So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek,
and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives;
and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it will be opened."
(Then Jesus said) “Now suppose one of you fathers is asked by his son for a fish; he will
not give him a snake instead of a fish, will he? Or if he is asked for an egg, he will not
give him a scorpion, will he? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those
who ask Him?"
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